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A Note from our Executive
Director and Board Chair

Dear Friends of Bottomless Closet,

We are excited to share our 2019 Annual Report with you.  

In 2019, we celebrated our 20th anniversary of empowering women at Bottomless Closet. Thanks to your support,
since our founding in 1999, we have served over 40,000 New York City women in need. In 2019 alone, we had
more than 5,500 client interactions and a nearly 33% increase in the number of individual clients served. We held
85 workshops accounting for more than 1,700 attendees. We could not have achieved this without the support of
our incredible volunteers, who logged 11,932 hours working this year alone!   

We also distributed 40% more pieces of clothing, shoes and accessories in 2019, so that our clients looked and
felt confident in their job interviews. Every single one of these interactions -every piece of clothing…every
resume…every mock interview…every practice handshake…every hug…every career day…every single word of
encouragement…has helped the women we serve write the next chapter for themselves and their families. 

As we begin to write the next 20 years of Bottomless Closet’s story, we will continue to be inspired by the
dedication of our founders, a small group of trailblazing women - Sheila Lambert, Reva Wurtzburger, Cynthia
Gaston, Jeanne Sigler, Elizabeth Tighe and current board member Carolyn Huggins – who drove around picking
up clothing donations in a station wagon, and held board meetings around their breakfast tables! We will enter
2020 with a renewed sense of purpose and determination to make their vision a reality and we will keep going
until every woman has the tools and skills she needs to enter the workplace and succeed. 

We could not have achieved another year of incredible growth for Bottomless Closet without the continued
generosity and support of our donors, corporate partners, referral partners, volunteers, board and staff who
enable us to expand our reach and help even more women each year.  On behalf of the women we serve, we
thank you.

With gratitude,

Melissa Norden, Executive Director                               Anne Blackman, Board Chair
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2019 By the Numbers

58% of Bottomless Closet clients were hired for the
job for which they were interviewed immediately

following their pre-interview appointment!

98% of clients feel more confident 
and prepared for their job search! 

Financial
Management
Workshops

Professional
Development
Workshops

...and over 1,700 workshop attendees!

Personal
Enrichment
Workshops

Individual
Women
Served

Client
Interactions

Pieces of
Clothing
Distributed

5,506 3,581

47,964 23

3549
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30%
Manhattan

Location

At the time of their
first appointment, 
58% of Bottomless

Closet clients 
did not have a 
bank account. 

Age

Ethnicity

15%
Queens

1%
Staten
Island

23%
Brooklyn

30%
Bronx

19%
40-49

14%
50+

The Women We Serve

9%
25-29

27%
21-24

23%
30-39

55%
African

American

28%
Hispanic

8%
Other

3%
Asian

5%
Caucasian
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8%
<21

1%
Other



Housing

Education

At the time 
of their first

apppointment,
52% of Bottomless

Closet clients
were homeless.

2%
Own

45%
Renting

53%
Homeless

43%
High 

School 19%
GED

14%
None

Completed
12%

Bachelors

9%
Associates

3%
Advanced

5

The Women We Serve



Bottomless Closet's 
2019 Financials

Annual
Revenue:

36%
Events

$1,559,200.00

Annual 
Expenses:
$1,546,140.0079%

Programming 

11%
Administrative

10%
Fundraising

43.7%
Grants &

Individual 

0.3%
Government

20%
Other
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Our caring and dedicated volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization. Their support enables us
to provide meaningful, individualized attention to the women we serve.

Susan S. Ach
Bibi Ali
Linda Alpert
Flavia Arena
Mariana Asp
Lynne Ault
Pamela Averick
Beverly Beckley
Arlene Bein
Meryl P. Benaim
Stacy Berger
Susan Berman
Laura Bernstein
Arlene Bessenoff
Andrea Bigelisen
Kelsey Bilodeau
Catherine Binder
Nancy Black
Anne Blackman
Lola Bodansky
Lynne Borah
Laura Brass
Roberta Brenner
Lisa Bromberg
Sarina M. Bronfin
Nicole Brown
Nikky Brown

Lori Bucara
Edna Burak
Bonnie Cantor
Emily Carter
Carmen Gloria Catalan
Christine C. Chang 
Dottie G. Clutton
Rory Conforte
Carroll Connacher
Harriet Cook
Katherine Davisson
Teresa Donahue
Emily Doubilet
Roberta Dougherty
Danielle Dowrich
Aileen Dresner
Carole G. Durso
Marcia East
Phyllis Ehrlich
Linda Eichenbaum
Pat Emanuele
Sylvia Erdman
Gloria Fahlikman
Pam Feinberg
Randi Feiner
Lynda Feld
Lani Feldman

Bunny M. Fensterheim
Nancy Fink
Katie Fogarty
Margaret Fogel
Danielle Fox
Erica Frederick
Lee S. Freund
Rae Friedman
Crystal Gardner
Pearl Gartner
Beth Gelfond
Virginia Gibbs
Kathy Gilbert
Patty Gillette
Susan Goldstein
Karen S. Goodheart
Adrienne Gordon
Lee A. Gordon
Mira Graetz-Ball
Susan Graziano
Joan Greenspan
Sara D. Greenwood
Susan Haberman
Rory Hayden
Sarah Hershkowitz
Bella Holzkenner 

Cynthia Howells
Judith T. Hunt
Beth Ifcher
Ronnie L. Jacobs
Anna Jorgensen
Phyllis Josselsohn
Jody Kahn
Barbara Katz
Lois Kemp
Diane Kenney
Bette Kessler
Lorraine Kessler
Iris Klein
Janet Klein 
Malinda F. Knowles
Judy Kozuck
Maribeth T. Kraus
Sheila Lambert
Judi Leal
Maggie Lear
Jill Lesser
Jennie Leuzarder
Samantha Longlade
Andrea Lowenthal
Dee Dee Maguehi
Dorothy W. Mahoney

2019 Volunteers
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Lisa Maldonado
Susan Mandell
Nina Marks
Judith Monson
Francine Morris
Yuet Wah Moy
Lynn Myers
Susan Neumann
Heather Nielsen
Brigitte Nioche
Julie Noble 
Jane B. Oberle
Sanya Pandit
Karyn L. Pappas
Marcia Patricof
La'Verne E. Perry-
Kennedy
Tami Peter
Barbara Pickens
Cindy Pinter
Isabelle Pinzler
Carolyn Preiss
Ellen M. Refowitz
Ronnie D. Reiman
Lorie Reischer
Adriana Ricci
Margery Riker
Hope Roberts

Yashira Rodriguez
Rita Roffe
Joan Rose
Karin Rose
Marina W. Ross
Hope Rothschild
Jane Rothstein
Marion Ruan
Cheryl Rubin
Marlene D. Rudnick
Dominique F. Saint-Fort
Alix Scharf
Sandra Schneiderman
Margie Schneidman
Diane Schoenthal
Carol Schulweis
Jane Shea
Katherine Skelley
Robynne Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Barbara Sorkin
Aline Sosne
Lisa Spivack 
Stefanie Steel
Marjorie Stern
Madlyn Stokely
Paula Stoler
Judy Tabak

Margaret Wenzel
Susan Werman
Phyllis Werner
Phyllis White
Elaine White
Lee Wiesenfeld
Ilene S. Wittner
Meg Woods
Wannetta Worthy
Reva Wurtzburger
Leslie Yoo
Andrea Zelenetz
Nancy Zucker

Vivien Tannen
Juana E. Torres
Dina Tranen
Melissa Uram
Susan S. Van Doren
Laurie Walegir
Eileen Warner
Laura Waters
Katherine Watkin
Doris Weil
Elaine Weinstein
Janice Weisler
Jean Weiss
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$50,000+
William Randolph Hearst
Foundation
Wells Fargo

$35,000-$49,999
InterContinental Hotel
Group
The Lawrence Foundation
Hope and David Rothschild

$20,000-$34,999
American Century
Investments 
Christine C. Chang and
Eric Withrow
Con Edison
Google LLC
The J.Jill Compassion Fund
Lambert Family Foundation
The Robert W. Wilson
Charitable Trust
The Thompson Family
Foundation
Timothy & Michelle
Barakett Foundation
U.S. Bank
UNFCU Foundation

Tara Walpert Levy
Katherine and Heath
Watkin 
The Women's Bond 
Club of NY

$15,000-$19,999

Activate
Adobe
Arconic Foundation
Anne Blackman
BNY Mellon
CBRE 
Centerview Partners
Vicki Cerami
Virginia and George Elvin
Horizons Foundation
Judith Hunt
The Hyde and Watson
Foundation

L Brands
Matthew LaFargue
Nina Marks
Comcast NBCUniversal
Martha Nelson
Amanda Nussbaum
Laifer and Daniel Laifer
Omnicom Media Group
The Paul E. Singer
Foundation
Sarah I. Schieffelin
Residuary Trust
John Shapiro
Thrive Capital
Tradeweb Markets LLC
U.S. Bank Foundation
The Malka Fund

$5,000-$9,999
Alliance of Career
Development
Nonprofits
Anonymous
BBDO Worldwide
Susan Martin and
Alan Belzer

$10,000-$14,999

Aileen Dresner and 
Frank Drury
Judy Hong
Diane and Bill Kenney
MM.LaFleur
Reva and Jon Wurtzburger

Tracy Bird
Louise Braver
Linda
Hackett/C.A.L.
Foundation, Inc.
CIT Group, Inc. 
Katherine Davisson
Dentsu Aegis
Network
Camilla Dietz
Bergeron and 
Gus Davis 
Stephanie Eisenberg
The Frances Lear
Foundation
Gensler
Sarah and
Christopher Hunt
The Hunt Family
Foundation
Institutional Investor
Carol Joseph
Maggie Lear and
Daniel Katz
Macy's/
Bloomingdale's

Each financial gift we receive, no matter how big or small, helps us fulfill our mission to empower
New York City women in need. Below is a list of gifts we received of $500 and above.
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$2,500-$4,999

Roberta and Michael
Brenner
Sarina and Kenneth
Bronfin 
The City of New York
Rory Conforte
Diane and Norman
Bernstein Foundation
Judith and James Dimon
Teresa Donahue 
Nancy and Leonard Fink
Edith Gladstein
Penelope Glassmeyer
Carolyn Huggins
Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management
Nonoo LLC 
William Norden
Kelly and Mauricio
O'Connell
Mary Partridge
People's United
Community Foundation
Anthony Roberts
Nancy Solomon
Vivien and Richard
Tannen 
Weight Watchers

Emily Meschter
Stephen Nislick
Jane and Christian
Oberle
The Patrina Foundation
Sarah Peter 
Popular Bank
Proskauer Rose LLP
Lisa and Jonathan Pruzan
The Riverside Church in
the City of New York
Margie and Richard
Schneidman
Carol Schulweis
Sara and Joshua Slocum
Société Générale
The Susan Sarandon
Charitable Foundation
Mehrnaz Vahid
WellMet Group Fund
Melissa Worth
Merryl Zegar

$1,000-$2,499
Iris Abrons
Susan and Larry Ach
Meghan Allen
Linda and Marc Alpert
Susan Appel
Australia & New
Zealand Banking Group 
Pamela Averick
Ariel Ball
Linda and William
Berliner
Marcy and Andrew
Braver
Caroline Brennick
Bonnie Cantor
Jeannette Chang
Donelle Chisolm
Clearview Festival 
Productions, Inc.
Cloak Supply
Betsy Cohn
Corner Foundation, Inc.
Melissa Crawford
Decker
Communications
DeFrate & Paavola
Delgatto

Dentons US LLP
Jennie and Richard
DeScherer
Deborah and 
Orrin Devinsky
Emily Doubilet
Maryalice Dunne
Heather and Kristoffer
Durst
The Fedcap Group
The Female Quotient/
Shelley Zalis 
Pat Fingeroth
Shilpa Foss-Skiftesvik
Erica and Martin
Frederick
Marilyn Friedman 
and Thomas Bloch
Arlyn and Edward
Gardner
Cynthia Gaston
Hilary Geary Ross
Kate Georgi
Girls With Goals Who
Give
Shanna Goldstone
Jen Gong

Jeannine Ali
Arnhold Foundation, Inc.
Bijou
Bloomin' Brands, Inc.
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Adrienne Gordon
Jody Gorton
Ruby and Robert Hearn
Karen Heath-Wade
Shira Herzberg
Mary and Stephen Hunt
Integral Ad Science
Karthik Iyengar
Rochelle and Mark
Jackman
Leslie Jerome
The JFM Group
Barbara Jonas
Kathleen Jordan
Lisa Kabnick
Gillian Katz
Pam Kaufman and 
Scott Drath
Kendra Scott LLC
Iris and Edward Klein
Robert Kleinberg
Anne Kriken-Mann
Sarah LaFleur
Mai Lassiter
Shelly and
George Lazarus
Kate Lear
Francine Levine

Kamie Kiann Lightburn
Monica Longworth Coyne
Andrea Lowenthal 
Carolyn and Ian
MacKenzie
Susan and Richard
Mandell
Jessica Marshall
Joanna Massey
Nars Cosmetics Company
Beth and Joshua Nash
Susan and Gerard
Neumann
New Balance 
Athletics, Inc. 
Susan and Peter Nitze
Noi Solutions LLC
Nancy and Daniel
Paduano 
Amy and Joseph 
Perella
Tami Peter
Robyn Polansky Morrison
Jamie Pollack
Lynn Povich and
Stephen Shepard
Arleen and Aaron Priest

Lisa Primeggia
Lorie Reischer
Hayley Romer
Doris Saranga
Sunny Sessa
Karen and Thomas
Shenck
Saumil Shukla
Stephen Siegel
Stefanie Steel
Paula Stoler
Chris Stroup
The Sue and Eugene
Mercy Jr. Foundation
Inc.
Jodi Sussman
Marcy Syms
Maida and William
Tansey
Tapestry, Inc.
Barbara and Donald
Tober
Leah Truitt
Deborah and
Kenneth Tuchman
Sandra Urie
Margo Walsh
Stacey Weber

$500-$999
Susan Abeles
Pamela and 
Richard Ader
Margaret and Jay
Axelrod
Cristina Baldassara
Michael Barrett
Jas Basra
Stacy Bess
Arlene and Steve
Besenoff
Myra Biblowit
Priscilla Bijur
Sarah Bishop
Nancy Black 
Helen Blair
Elizabeth Bonner
Carla and Joan
Brancato
Ariela Braun
Annemarie Bray
Edna Burak
Jeanette Calandra

Richard Werner
WWP
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Carol and Stephen
Canter
Judith and Russ Carson
Myriam Castillo
Chani Churchill
Anne Citrin
Karen Cohen
Congregation Rodeph
Sholom
Harriet Cook
Betty Cotton
Martha Cotton
Crowe Global
Edward Dartley
Diana DeFrate
Ronna DiPersia
Keltie Donelan
The Donnelley Foundation
Roberta Dougherty and
Sanford Teller
Vincent Dowling
Susan Drucker
Nicole Drury
The Fast Forward Group
Sinead Faughnan
Marian Faytell Friedman
Donna Fontana
Catalina Fortino

Sarah Friedlander 
Ellen E. Galluccio
Jacqueline Garrett
Beth Gelfond
Georgescu Family
Foundation
Rocco Giannetti
Virginia and Thomas
Gibbs
Kathy Gilbert
Global Brands Group
Rhonna Goodman
Grace Beauty Capital
Mira Graetz-Ball and
Andrew Ball
Laura Granger 
Joan Greenspan
Melissa Gunn
Susan Haberman
Angela and William
Haines
Sukwon Han
Maureen Harrell
Eleanor Harrison
Bregman
Karen Hersch
HSBC Bank USA
Joan Huggins-Banbury
Cathy and Mark Iger

IM Designs, LLC
Pamela Jacobson
Jatoma Charitable
Foundation
Brenda and Howard
Johnson
Karen Joyce
Susan and Jeffrey
Kane
Jane Karlin
Pamela Krol
John Kuehn
Kristen Larkin
Sandy Larson
Judi Leal
Jessica Leiman
Steffanie and
Geoffrey Levin
Stephanie Levy
Jean Lindenbaum
Susan Magovern
Lydia Mallett
Mary and Roger
Matthews
Lindsay McConnon
Elizabeth and
Kevin McGill
Caroline Meade

Meagan Meagher and
Judson Traphagen
Jerilyn Medrea
Mermaid Ventures
Susan and Lewis Miller
Virginia Millhiser
Nancy Missett
Linda and David Morel
Jeanann Morgan
Susan Norden
Loretta and David Nugent
Theresa O'Neill
Park Avenue Charitable
Fund
Abby Parsonnet
Cindy Pinter
Pop Bag USA
Carolyn Preiss
Pamela Puchalski
Leah Rabinowitz
Tom Reynolds
Margery Riker
Joan and Steven Ringel
Marnita Robertson
Fernando Romero
Carly Rosenberg
Charlotte Rosenblatt
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Natalia Saldarriaga
Elaine Schwartz
Elizabeth and Robert
Sheehan
Gabourey Sidibe
Jeanne Sigler
Natalie Silverstein

Joan Wiesen and
David Lieberman
Jeanne Will
Margaret Wood
Leslie Yoo
Ingrid Yurchenco

We apologize for any inaccuracies. If your name has been left off this list, 
please contact us at info@bottomlesscloset.org.

Elizabeth Tighe
Nicholas Topjian
Dina Tranen
Tom Vecchione and
Tom Baione
Volta Global LLC
Sharon Weinberg

Meredith Skodnik
Eve Starkman
Cara Stein
Frances Sykes
Sarah Tam
Marie and Don Tansey
Janine and Joseph
Thompson
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Our Board of Directors

Chair
Anne Blackman

Board Members
Christine Chang
Katherine R. Davisson
Aileen Dresner
Karen Heath-Wade
Carolyn Huggins*
Pam Kaufman
Robyn Polansky
Morrison
Amanda H. Nussbaum
Jane Blair Oberle
Lisa Primeggia
Hope Rothschild
Jacqui Schinnerer
Sara T. Slocum
Mehrnaz Vahid
Katherine Elvin Watkin
Melissa Worth

Emeritae
Cynthia Gaston*
Jeanne Sigler*
Elizabeth Tighe*

Bottomless Closet is governed by a dedicated volunteer Board of Directors with diverse
backgrounds who commit their time and resources to ensure our continued success. 

*Founder
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Vice President
Saumil Shukla

Treasurer
Judy Hong

Secretary
Diane Kenney

Chairs Emeritae
Sheila Lambert*
Reva Wurtzburger*

Executive Director
Melissa S. Norden



Help us Empower More
NYC Women in Need

1 in 4 New York City women is living in poverty. By supporting the
work of Bottomless Closet, you can make a difference in the life of 
a woman in need. Here are just some of the ways you can help:

Donate

Volunteer

Give

Change the life of a woman in need today. You can make a gift online
at bottomlesscloset.org or by sending a check to the address below.

Your gently worn work-appropriate clothing, shoes, purses and
accessories will enable a woman to see herself in a new way.

You can join our network of dedicated and caring Career Coaches
and begin changing lives!

16 East 52nd Street, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10022
(212) 563-2499     |     bottomlesscloset.org
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